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mother died when he was a lad; my grandfather was old and infirm, and nearly blind from the effects of a flash of lightning, and the management of the household was left to an elderly cousin, Mile. Oudinet de Beaulieu.    Thus my father on his first entry into active life found himself practically his own master.    The only use, however, which he made of his liberty was to accept the offer made to him by his neighbour and friend. Colonel the Marquis d'Estresse, of a sub-lieutenant's commission in the body-guard of Louis XV.    From this he passed in 1781 to General Count de Schonberg's regiment of dragoons with the rank of "captain, and in the following year became aide-de-camp to the general.
Some years before this my grandfather had died, and my father, in 1776, had married the daughter of M. de Certain, a gentleman of small means but old family living within a few miles of our home at the chateau  of Laval de C&re. Mme. de Certain belonged to the family of Verdal, which claims kindred with St. Roch1—a Verdal having, it is said, married a sister of the saint at Montpellier.    I cannot vouch for the truth of the story, but I know that before the Revolution there existed at the chateau of G-ouveau, still in the possession of the Verdal family, a stone bench, held in great veneration by the mountain-folk of the country, because St. Roch, when visiting his sister, was fond of sitting on it.    It commands a better view of the country than can be had from the cMteau, one of the most gloomy of fortresses.
M. and Mme. de Certain had three sons and a daughter. Each of these, according to the old custom, bore the title of one of the family estates.    Thus the eldest son, who was at this time a captain in the Penthi£vre regiment of foot, had the surname of Canrobert, which his son, my cousin, has since rendered illustrious; the second son, lieutenant in the same regiment, was called De ITsle; the third, a comrade of my father's in the body-guard,  La Ooste.    The daughter,, my Mother^ was known as Mile, du Puy.
* St. Koch (1295-1327), tlie patron-saint of the plague-stricken, was son of ''J&Etat de la Croix, a distinguished citizen of Montpellier, and, through his giandjiioiihseir, great-grandson of Charles of Anjou.